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GREETINGS FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 
Dear Campers: 
 
Another season is in full swing.  Itôs June and the weather is getting warmer and the park is busy.  All the sites 
are full or committed for the season.  Almost all of the campers have been out to clean up and check their 
sites. If you havenôt been out, plan to do so soon.  
 
I regretfully report that Florida Snow Birds Gene and Rita LeFever (Site #5) are not able to come to Ohio this 
year. Gene is in treatment for an illness and we wish him a speedy recovery.  We will miss them this year.  
Camper Russ Jones with help from his wife, Carol (Site #43) has been working very hard.  They built a block 
retention wall between their and Site #42 at their expense.  Russ and Carol, it looks beautiful.  Everyone needs 
to check it out.  Doug Simmons on Site #46 had a crew come in and rake the leaves in the area of his camper 
and the sites on either side of him.  Doug it looks great.  By the way, Doug also rented the sites on either side 
of him (#45 & #47).  This makes his view of the park even better.  Again, I regretfully report Paul and Betty 
Stanley (Site #26) and  Phillip Beeson (Site #17) have sold his campers and will not be returning this season.  
Again, we will miss them. Since the last newsletter, we have had more new campers move into the park.  The 
Campers Club would like to welcome them to our Park family.  
 
I would like to THANK Dale Hendershot (Site #18) for his planning and preparing the big breakfast the 
Campers Club had on May 24.  A thank you also goes to Daleôs brother-in-law, Bud and Bob Popp (Site #23) 



who helped Dale.  It was great and we had a good meal and a good turnout.  We will be having another big 
breakfast at our meeting on June 21 at 9:00 AM.  Please plan to attend.  We will be discussing upcoming 
activities such as the Craft Show in August, Donnaôs Outside the Park Dinners, a chili supper, and some other 
possible 4th of July activities.  
 
Speaking of the 4th of July, remember that the Portage Lakes Annual Fireworks are scheduled for July 5th at 
dusk.  If you are here for the fireworks, remember the traffic afterwards.  The roads in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
the area are almost at a standstill until the traffic is over.  Maybe you can plan to stay here for the night.  
 
I would also like to thank all the Camper Club volunteers that put their time in to keep the campground and 
park running.  We need more volunteers, though.  There is so much to do to keep the park looking great.  If 
you would like to put some time in with projects in the park contact Gregg Walton, as there is always 
something to do.  
 
See you soon, 
Rick Johnston 
Campers Club President 
 
 

PARK MANAGERS REPORT 
Wow, what a summer and itôs only the second week of June.  I would like to thank all the Campers Club 
members that have volunteered their time and energy in the Park.  You can truly see the loyalty and pride the 
Campers Club has for Craftsmen Park. 
 
This year, a pop machine was installed by the Campers Club Day Room.  Bottled beverages are being sold in 
it and all profits from this machine go directly back to the Campers Club.  So if you are thirsty and donôt feel like 
going very far, support the Campers Club by using this machine. 
 
As your President previously told you, the Fourth of July Fireworks will be held on Saturday, July 5.  This will 
be a busy time for the Park.  The only advice I can give you is come early and stay late or stay overnight.  I 
hope to see the campground full that weekend. 
 
I want to remind everyone that Craftsmen Park has a website.  It is:   craftsmenpark.com.   This is a great way 
to spread the word about our facility.  Wouldnôt it be great to see the Park full of people like it was 40 or 50 
years ago?  Back then on a holiday, you had to come out very early in the morning to insure that you had a 
picnic table for your family festivities.   On the website, there is also information regarding the rentals in the 
Park.  Rentals are not limited to Masonic / Eastern Star members.  So tell you family and friends about the 
Park.  The Dance Hall, Dining Hall and pavilions are great places to hold family reunions, parties or receptions.  
If you need more information, please contact me through the Park Office at (330) 644-5517.   
 
Once again, thank you for all your support of Craftsmen Park.   
 
Gregg Walton 
Craftsmen Park Manager 
 
 

RECAP OF MAY CAMPERS CLUB MEETING 

Here are some of the items discussed in the May Campers Club Meeting. 
 
**This year, the pumping of the campers will be on a volunteer basis.  In years past, a red tag system was 
used to alert the person doing the pumping that you needed pumped out.  This notification system will be used  
again this camping season.  If you need a red tag or need more information regarding this procedure, please 
contact President Rick Johnston. 
**The Campers Club will be holding a Craft Show / Flea Market on August 9.  If you need more information or 
would like to rent a space, please contact President Rick Johnston or Dale Hendershot. 



 
**This year, Secretary Julie Maust will be working on a family album for the Campers Club.  She will be taking 
your picture and putting it into a photo album.  This album will be available for view at all the Campers Club 
meeting.  This should help everyone to put a face to a name or vice versa.  Pictures will be posted on the Park 
website under the Campers Club section.  There will be very limited information listed.  For example, John and 
Jane Doe will most likely be listed as John and Jane D. along with their lot number.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Julie at 330-730-7789. 
 
**A thank you was extended to Russ Jones.  He is putting up a brick retaining wall between his lot and the one 
next to him.  He is doing this at his own expense. 
 
**President Rick would like everyone to fill out an application form for the Club.  The information on this form is 
needed in the event there is an emergency with you or your unit when you are not in the Park or away for the 
winter.  Please give your completed form to President Rick.  You  can either drop it off or mail it to the Park 
Office also. 
 
**Secretary Julie reported that the email system for newsletters is working out well.  The Club is saving money 
on postage.  If anyone cannot or does not want their newsletters sent by email, let her know. 
 
**Over the winter, Dick Smyser made a new activity board for the Club.  It is located on the pole as you come 
into the campground.  Thank you Dick !! 
 
**Bob Popp reported that he knows a repairman willing to come out to the park for anyone that has a Dometic 
refrigerator with a recall on it.  The repairman will not charge a service call if there is 3 or more people having 
work done at the same time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Our next meeting is  Saturday, June 21.  The time 
of the meeting has been changed to 9:00 am.  
The Club will provide breakfast at this meeting.  A 
hat will be passed for donations to defray the cost 
of the breakfast.   If you have any questions, please 
contact President Rick Johnston at (330) 697-4580.     

 

 

 

DINNER OUTSIDE THE PARK 
For the past few years, members of the Campers Club have been going to different restaurants for dinner.   Itôs 
a great way to have fellowship with your fellow campers and not have to do the cooking or dishes.  Treasurer 
Donna Yost has always done a great job getting these dinners scheduled.   She has one set up for Sunday, 
June 22 at 5:00 pm at the Waterloo Restaurant.  If you have any questions or know you will be attending, 
contact Donna Yost at (330) 644-0900 so she can give the restaurant a head count ahead of time.              
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 



The Campers Club would like to extend a hearty greeting to our new members.   They are:  Raymond Ewing, 
Gene Robinson, Zalmen and Robin Rzepka, Steve and Kelli Tapia and Bruce and Beverly Wilkinson. 
 
We hope that you feel at home at the Park and become active with the Campers Club. 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY 
Current rosters should be available by our June meeting.  If you would like one, please contact me at the 
phone number or email address listed below.   If you ever have a change of  address, phone number or email, 
please let me know so the roster can be updated. 
 
Also, I will be working on the Campers Club Family Album throughout the summer.    My goal for the Campers 
Club is to have pictures of all the campers by the end of the season.   If you have any questions, please let me 
know. 
 
On a personal note, Bud and I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and concerns for our new 
grandchildren.  Dylan, Ryan and Ava are almost 6 months old now and growing.  Dylan is about 8-1/2 pounds, 
Ryan and Ava are between 7 and 7-1/2 pounds  Not bad, considering they all started out at 1 pound 2 ounces. 
The babies still have some health concerns but with time, they should resolve themselves.   
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Maust, Secretary 
Cell phone:  (330) 730-7789 
Email:   juliemaust@att.net 
 
 

SUNSHINE 

Please keep the following campers on your prayer list for health concerns:  Rita Barbee, Bob Barnhart, Bob 
Fahndrich, Gene LeFever and Paul Stanley. 
       
Donôt forget, Helen Johnston is our Sunshine lady.  If you know someone that needs a card or a phone call, 
please contact Helen at (330) 697-1713.     

 

 

OTHER PARK ACTIVITIES 
The Boat Club will also be holding their 3rd Annual Boat Club Auction.  The date has been changed to  
Saturday, September 6.  It will be held in the Dining Hall.  Doors open at 5:30 pm and the Auction will begin at 
6:00 pm.  Concessions will be available (hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, soft drinks, coffee and bottled water). 
 
 

JUST A TAP ON THE SHOULDER  
A passenger in a taxi leaned over to ask the driver a question and tapped him on the shoulder. The driver 
screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove up over the curb, and stopped just inches from a large 
plate glass window.  
   
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab, and then the still shaking driver said, 'I'm sorry, but you 
scared the daylights out of me.'  
   
The frightened passenger apologized to the driver and said he didn't realize a mere tap on the shoulder could 
frighten him so much.  The driver replied, 'No, no, I'm sorry, it's entirely my fault.  Today is my first day driving a 
cab................... I've been driving a hearse for the last 25 years.'  


